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The  home  dressmaker  is  having  her  innings  today.     Many  a  clever  woman  is  out- 
fitting her  family  at  little  or  no  expense  "by  using  up  clothing  left-overs.  Your 
mending  basket,  your  box  of  left-over  pieces,  your  drawer  of  scraps,  -your  trunk  of 
Did  clothes        all  these  may  help  provide  spring  clothes  for  the  whole  family. 

Perhaps  you  remember  our  dressmaking  chat  last  week.     We  discussed  fixing 
over  dresses  that  are  too  short  —  setting  in  yokes  at  the  shoulders  or  hips  and 
setting  in  girdle  pieces  at  the  waistline.     We  also  mentioned  dresses  with  worn-out 
sleeves  or  armholes.     New  sleeves  cut  in  dolman  or  raglan  style  with  large  armholes 
uill  remedy  this  situation. 


But  left-over  material  may  come  in  handy  in  many  other  ways  —  for  example, 
-.'.collars,  cuffs,  vests  and  gilets.     Sometimes  all  an  old  dress  needs  to  make  it 
Look  new  and  up-to-date  is  a  fresh  new  collar-and-cuf f  set.     Look  among  your  white 
)ieces.    Have  you  some  organdie,  pique  or  linen?     Or  have  you  some  white  silk 
pieces?    Any  of  these  will  do  to  maize  one  of  the  new  vest  effects  or  one  of  the  new 
liars.    A  left-over  bit  of  organdie  will  make  a  crisp  little  collar  with  a  -perky 
or  ruffles  to  set  in  short  sleeves.     Left-over  crepe  or  satin  will  make  one  of 
the  new -soft  gilets  for  the  front  of  the  dress.     Pique  is  ideal  for  tailored 
collars,  cuffs  and  vests.     Either  white  silk  or  cotton  is  suitable  for  new  cuffs 
to  disguise  out-of-date  or  worn  sleeves. 


Look  through  the  fashion  magazines  and  look  at  the  new  clothes  in  the  shop 
Bindows. .  They'll  give  you  ideas  for  your  dress  accessories.     The  commercial  patter: 

;anies  are  helping  out  the  thrifty  home  seamstress  this  season  by  offering  for 
sale  patterns  for  sleeves;  for  collars,   cuffs  and  vests;  and  even  for  home-made 
hats. 

A  friend  of  mine  spilled  some  ink  down  the  front  of  a  very  pretty  silk  dress 
other  day.    Very  often  ink  comes  out  of  white  goods  successfully.     But  when  it 
stains  a  colored  dress,   that  usually  means  trouble.     The  spot  on  my  friend's  dress 
ply  refused  to  budge.     Was  the  dress  ruined?     IJo,    indeed.     This  clever  woman 
went  to  her  scrap  box  where  she  found  an  old  white  petticoat.     She  cut  this 
into  a  smart  little  minted  vest.     The  vest  covered  the  front  of  the  dress  and 
'oncealed  the  stain. 
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One  of  the  new  thrift  tricks  is  to  have  several  different  kinds  of  collars, 
cuffs,  vests  and  so  on  for  one  dress.     Stiff  tailored  collars  and  cuffs  will  make 
the  dress  suitable  for  office  or  street  wear.     Another  set,   this  one  frilly  or 
fluffy  or  of  lace,  makes  the  dress  suitable  for  afternoon  wear.     With  such 
accessories,   cut  from  left-over  pieces,  you  can  make  one  or  two  simple  frocks  seem 
like  a  large  wardrobe,   su.itable  for  any  occasion. 

Left-overs  vail  also  make  removable  sleeves  for  the  dress  that  must  do  for 
lay  and  evening  wear.     Discarded  white  summer  clothes  will  often  make  little  waists 
or  gu.impes  to  go  with  the  new  jumper  frock  or  the  suspender  outfit.     Figured  or 
striped  material  is  in  vogue  this  season.     Your  old  figured  silk  dress  may  be  just 
the  thing  for  an  attractive  blouse  or  guimpe  to  go  with  the  skirt  or  suspender 
dress  you.  have  made  from  your  old  coat.     Figured  silk  is  easy  to  piece  because  it 
doesn't  show  the  joinings  as  plain  material  does. 

If  you're  making  clothes  for  the  youngsters,   left-overs  are  especially  useful 
Grovm-up  garments,  difficult  to  remodel  for  their  original  owners,   are  often  very 
easy  to  cut  down  into  children's  clothes. 

Even  kitchen  left-overs  will  contribute  toward  the  youngster's  wardrobe. 
Save  your  large  salt  and  sugar  sacks.     The  blue  and  white  cotton  salt  bags  will  make 
very  attractive  and  serviceable  suits  for  small  boys.     The  hundred-pound  sugar  sacks 
in  soft  fine  quality  you  may  use  for  rompers  for  creeping  babies  or  even  for  slips 
for  infants.    These  sugar  sacks  also  make  very  attractive  simple  dresses  for  little 
girls.    You  can  tint  or  dye  them  in  soft  blues,  greens,  Dinks,  yellows,  or  other 
becoming  shades.     The  fabric  washes  well  and  wears  well." 

Even  the  good  pieces  of  worn  blankets  have  their  uses  in  the  family  ward- 
robe.   Pieces  of  blanket  make  excellent  sleeping  bags  for  babies.    Old  blankets 
also  make  bathrobes  or  little  wrappers  for  the  children.     Cotton  blankets,  if 
they're  not  too  thick,  make  warm,   comfortable  bed- jackets  for  mother  or  grandmother. 

I  could  go  on  and  on  with  these  left-over  suggestions,  but  whether  they  are 
practical  or  not  for  you  depends  on  what  garments  your  family  needs  this  spring  and 
what  you  have  in  your  left-over  drawer.     If  you  are  skillful  at  making-over,  you'll 
find  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  stretch  the  dollar.     So,  before  you  go 
ping  for  spring  clothes,   check  up  on  what  you  have  on  hand.     Plan  to  utilize 
it  you  have.    No  use  letting  these  valuable  left-overs  go  begging  when  they  can 
be  such  a  help  in  the  clothing  problem. 

By  the  way,   if  you're  interested  in  clothes  economy  for  the  whole  family, 
'11  find  many  helpful  hints  in  the  new  circular  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics.    Write  for  the  leaflet  on  clothing  economies.     Send  your  request  either 
^  this  station  or  direct  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tomorrow  we'll  plan  a  St.  Patrick's  Day  menu. 


*  *  * 


